
First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 
 Our next Kabbalat Shabbat service will be 
on Friday, March 1, at 6:30 p.m. Nancy 
Oseasohn will provide a brief d’var Torah. 
 April’s First Friday is April 5, 
Shemini/Shabbat ha-Chodesh. Wendy 
Drezek will provide a mini-d’var. 
 

Purim with Rabbi Armin Langer! 
Congregation Beth Am will 
hold a hybrid (live and 
Zoom) celebration of Purim 
on Saturday, March 23. We 
will begin with a learning 
session at 6 p.m. with Rabbi 

Armin Langer. At 7 p.m., there will be a 
Havdalah ceremony, followed by the reading 
of Megillat Esther. 
 The live component of the event will be at 
the home of Gary Kurzban and Terri Ruiz. 
Potluck pareve and dairy desserts will be 
served after the Megillah reading. 
Participants are urged to wear costumes and 
bring noisemakers. 
 

Future Dates:  
RABBI LANGER ON ZOOM AND IN PERSON! 
 Rabbi Langer’s next Zoom visit is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 27, in the 
middle of Passover. The service is a special 
one, including Hallel. Don’t miss it! 
 Also – mark your calendars for Tuesday, 
May 7 at 7 p.m. Congregation Beth Am, the 
Jewish Community Relations Council, and 
the University of Incarnate Word’s Ettling 
Center for Civic Leadership & Sustainability 

 will have a special panel to discuss 
immigration, with Rabbi Langer as the 
keynote speaker. The rabbi will also be 
joining us for services on the following 
Shabbat. 
 

 
 

Thank You 
To those who helped with Shabbat services 

in February: Rona Aduna, Karen Berkowitz, 
Marion Bernstein, Wendy Drezek. Rabbi 
Jeffrey Gale, Gary Kurzban, Rabbi Armin 
Langer, Nancy Oseasohn and Vivian 
Weinstein. 

To Henry Bernstein and his Zoom 
committee for ongoing technical support. 
 

Participation in Our Services 
 If you would like to help lead any upcoming 
Shabbat services, read the Torah or Haftarah 
portion in Hebrew or English, or give a d’var 
Torah, contact Gary Kurzban at 
kurzban.ruiz@gmail.com. 
 If you’d like to attend services via Zoom, 
please get in touch with Henry Bernstein, 
hbmbtx@gmail.com. 
 
 

Sunday, March 10 – spring forward! 
Clocks move forward 1 hour. 

March 2024 Adar 1-2 5784 
J 2023 Iyyar-Sivan 5783 

Congregation Beth Am Bulletin 

Israel-Gaza War 
Donate to the Emergency Response 
Campaign of the Jewish Federation.  



Membership Outreach 
 Congregation Beth Am's membership 
committee of Stan & Wendy Drezek and 
Marianne Kestenbaum invite all Beth Am 
members to let us know about anyone who 
might be interested in Beth Am. We are 
particularly aware that some don’t want to 
affiliate. But we believe persons who connect 
with Beth Am by even occasionally coming 
to a service or event may have experiences 
that over time allow them to feel part of our 
community and eventually participate more, 
and even become members. Please contact 
Stan at stanwendre@gmail.com. 
 

Contributions to Beth Am should be sent 
to: PO Box 780893 
San Antonio, TX 78278-0893 
 

Yahrzeits 
23 Adar (March 3) Corky Maltz, aunt of 
Natalie Gernsbacher 
27 Adar (March 7) Diane Maltz, sister of 
Debra Maltz 
6 Adar II (March) 15 Jan Jennings, sister of 
Gail Jennings 
21 Adar II (March 31) Fannie Haffner, 
mother of Steve Haffner 
 

 

  

Since assuming the presidency of 
Reconstructing Judaism in 2014, Rabbi 
Deborah Waxman has led the 
Reconstructionist movement through a 
decade of opportunities and challenges. 

 

She has significantly raised the profile 
of the Reconstructionist movement in 
the public square, while pioneering 
initiatives that lower barriers to leading 
meaningful Jewish lives. Please join us 
for an inspiring one-hour virtual event 
on Wednesday, April 3 at 7-8 p.m. 
EDT to commemorate this milestone 
and honor Deborah. 

Register & Show Your Support 

 

 

This special event also features 
Reconstructing Judaism leadership and 
pioneering female leaders from across the 
Jewish community. Together, we'll reflect 
on the lessons learned over the past decade 
and explore the hopeful progress ahead. 

Your tax-deductible registration 
supports Reconstructing Judaism's 
Momentum Campaign, ensuring our 
continued impact and effectiveness for 
generations to come. As part of your 
registration, you can also sign our 
virtual tribute wall. Can't make it live? 
The event will be recorded and shared 
with registered participants. 

Register now to show your support 
and sign our tribute wall. 

Have any questions? 

Don’t hesitate to contact us at 
momentum@reconstructingjudaism.
org. 

 
  



 

Primary Election Voting dates 
March 1 – last date for early voting 
March 5 – Election Day - Primaries 
 

MARCH SHABBAT SERVICES 
Services are held on Zoom. If you would like an 
invitation, please notify Marion Bernstein at 
hbmbtx@gmail.com. 
March 1: First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 
p.m. Ki Tissa with Nancy Oseasohn 
March 9: VaYakhel/Shabbat Shekalim 
Shaliach Tzibbur: Marion Bernstein; Torah: 
Karen Berkowitz; Haftarah: Vivian 
Weinstein; D’var Torah: Nancy Oseasohn 
March 16: Pekudei Shaliach Tzibbur: Marion 
Bernstein; Torah: Andy Gravin; Haftarah: 
Marianne Kestenbaum; D’var Torah: Andy 
Gravin 
March 23: Vayikra/Shabbat Zachor No 
morning service. Purim in evening. See 
front page! 
March 30: Tzav/Shabbat Parah Shaliach 
Tzibbur: Marion Bernstein; Torah: Karen 
Berkowitz; Haftarah: Vivian Weinstein; 
D’var Torah: Rona Aduna 
April 5: First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 
p.m. Shemini/Shabbat HaChodesh with 
Wendy Drezek 
 

2023-4 OFFICERS & BOARD 
President: Gary Kurzban 
Vice-President, Ritual: Marion Bernstein 
Vice-President, Financial: Mark Shiver 
Vice-President, Admin: Karen Berkowitz 
Vice-President, Membership: Stan Drezek 
Secretary: Rona Aduna 
Past President:  Marianne Kestenbaum 
Newsletter: Marion Bernstein 
Phone: 210/660-6828 
Web site: www.bethamsatx.org 
E-mail: BethAmSanAntonio@gmail.com 


